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"Telegram, sir!" A messenger boy on a bicycle stopped at the gate.
"Huh, what? From the Minister of the Imperial Household? What?
Listen to this! Hara, Premier Hara was assassinated this morning at the
Tokyo Station. A Genros' meeting is called to recommend his suc-
cessor! Why, I can't believe it—"
They stared at each other for a moment.
"Prince Saionji, here comes an automobile."
The President of the Lower House of the Diet, Oku Shigesaburo,
alighted from the car.
"Prince Saionji, I am here to convey sad news to you," began the
Parliamentary leader.
"Huh?"
"I was instructed over the telephone by the Seiyukai Headquarteis,
and also by the Chief Secretary of the Cabinet, to inform you of the
assassination of the Premier and to get your suggestion as to the con-
duct of the Seiyukai Party and also the Cabinet."
"Huh—!" Saionji groaned. "It's a pity!" After a moment of silence
he added: "I believe the Cabinet Ministers have tendered their resig-
nations, but until the Premier's successor is chosen, someone must
act as Premier pro tern. The Foreign Minister, Uchida, will be best.
As to the selection of the next Soridaijin, I must consult with Genros
Yamagata and Matsukata. And the leadership of the Seiyukai Party—
That is a big task—except for the late Hara, the secondary leaders are
all alike."
He paused for a while and said: "I shall take an express train for
the Capital early tomorrow morning and get there in the evening.
Then I shall see you and the other leaders of the Party to discuss
matters."
The clear but melancholy sounds of the many Buddhist temple bells
echoed against the mountain ranges surrounding the city.
It was early summer at Saionji's Okitsu home.
"Sonoko!"
"Yes, Father!"
"Won't you come with me? I am going to take a little walk along
the beach. It's such a lovely day. Although I am expecting a visitor,
I'll have some free time this morning. Soon you will leave for .the
woman's college. You must stay at the Tokyo home most of the time."
"Yes, Father* I'll miss you very much. I would like to help Ghana

